i88                MARY STUART.             ACT v.

Shrewsbury.                                   None save this,

Which willingly I would not speak, I may;
That presently your time is come to die.

Mary Stuart. Why, then, I am well content to

leave a world

Wherein I arn no more serviceable at all
To God or man, and have therein so long
Endured so much affliction.   All my life
I have ever earnestly desired the love
And friendship of your queen; have warned her oft
Of coming dangers; and have cherished long
The wish that I but once might speak with her
In plain-souled confidence; being well assured,
Had we but once met, there an end had'been
Of jealousies between us: but our foes,
With equal wrong toward either, treacherously
Have kept us still in sunder: by whose craft
And crooked policy hath my sister's crown
Fallen in great peril, and myself have been
Imprisoned, and inveterately maligned,
And here must now be murdered   But I know
That only for my faith's sake I must die,
And this to know for truth is recompense
As large as all my sufferings.   For the crime
Wherewith I am charged, upon this holy book
I lay mine hand for witness of my plea,
I am wholly ignorant of it; and solemnly
Declare that never yet conspiracy
Devised against the queen my sister's life
Took instigation or assent from me.